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AL FOOD PRODUCTION

yod-sector
icertainties

Ihe world’s agricultural production is fac-
ing tremendous challenges that are likely
to grow in coming decades. A University of

:a-Lincoln agronomy professor and several

perts of food production recently analyzed

lems for the New York Times.

challenges are daunting, but they can be

if producers, ag-sector corporations, non-

iniversities and governments make sound

m decisions. The University of Nebraska is

itioned to contribute in major ways to the

5

gronomist Kenneth G. Cassman pointed to

:nds that are producing “an abrupt transi-

n a world where grain production exceeded

to one in which preduction capacity is not

2.” These changes, he said, “have flown un-

.ada_-l..!l

‘st involves the speed of economic develop-

the world’s most populeus countries, such

.and India. The second trend, he said, is that

eld gains have slowed and grain yields have

«d for a large portion of the global grain sup-

he third he identified as “a substantial de-

1 funding of research to enhance yields by

i other than biotechnology.”

reed of population growth and development
1at as more urban-oriented and prosper-
omies proliferate, higher incomes result in
er capital food consumption. It also means
1eat consumption, which suggesis that grain
ion will have to increase to meet the needs of
sstock and human beings.

sic example is Japan. Eighty years ago the
diet contained only modest amounts of meat.
)an’s extraordinary economic surge after

'ar I1, the country saw a dramatic increase
wsumption of meat. It is 2 common pattern as
s develop.

g first time in history, more people now

rban rather than rural environments. Each
1e global population grows by 6 million to 8
seople. By 2050, the 7 billion human beings

| today are expected to increase to a global
on of 9 billion.

an’s suggestion that yields of both grains

)s in general crop have slowed or stalled in
the world may be a correct generalization.
nited States, for instance, the average corn

s 154.3 bushels an acre in 2010, down from
1els an acre in 2009 in large part because of
ther. Yield factors — weather, for instance,
rge — are highly variable,

arly estimates by the U.S. Department of
ure suggest that farmers will devote 92 mil-
3s to corn this year, compared with 88 million
st year, potentially increasing supply.
vIonsanto and its pariner, BASF, are working
ch drought-tolerant corn seeds that could
7in 2012; the companies suggested that the
ould mean yields of six percent to 10 percent
And that is only one commercial partnership
seed characteristic.

firms, university researchers and many oth-
ilso working on grains to improve yield and
35. Which brings on Cassman’s third peint:

:e has been a substantial decrease in funding
research in areas other than biotech.

os. The reason may be that biotechnology of-
quickest, most promising resulis.

at doesn’t mean there is no research at all.

is testing conventionally bred drought-toler-
s across the western Great Plains; the seeds
ise yields by 6 percent. And Syngenta is also
1 conventional, water-saving seeds, suggest-
roduct would be able to increase yields 10

ition, an African reswearch center has re-

- produced experimental seed types with

o to 50 percent higher than other African va-
nder drought and muagen stress.
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Eeep road budget on right path

The Nebraska Department of Roads is
clamoring that it needs more money to
develop and maintain the state’s roads. This
is the typical solution with government —
always more money.

Hence, Legislative Bill 84, in which we
would fund some road maintenance from the
general fund.

Once the $125 million is removed from the
general fund, those whose budgets were cut
would scream that they can't get along with-
out that money, and state senators would be
faced with raising taxes to replace the $125
million given to the Roads Department, thus
repeating the cycle.

Let's try a different approach. Senators
should bracket LB 84 with the understand-
ing that it will come back up for a vote next
year.

In the meantime, let's authorize State
Auditor Mike Foley to “open the window™
a bit and audit the Department of Roads to
see how the millions of dollars it currently
receives are being spent and how those
expenditures compare with surrounding
states' cost per mile — specifically locking
at the overhead of the department.

‘We common folks can't just go to our
employer and say, “I need more money,” and
expect to get it. Maybe the Department of
Roads could take a lesson from the common
folls and figure out how to cut the fat.

Ed Rieker, North Platte, Neb.

Why isn’t ObamaCare for all?

I can appreciate Jake Thompson, commu-
nications director for U.S. Sen. Ben Nelson,
D-Neb., trying to paint a positive picture
of Sen. Nelson's support for ObamaCare
(March 31 Pulse).

I am sure there are some positives, but if
ObamaCare is so good, why did Sen. Nelson’s
vote have to be bought with the “Cornhusker
Kickback"?

If ObamaCare is 50 good, why has the
administration had to grant more than
1,000 waivers so a chosen few don't have to
participate?

If it is so good, why is U.S. Rep. Anthony
D. Weiner, D-N.Y. — one of ObamaCare's
staunchest supporters — seeking a special
cost-saving regulatory exemption for New
York City?

Steve Watson, Fremont, Neb.

UNO has ehanged but still here

1 have been following the loss of the
football and wrestling programs at UNO
with genuine sadness and sympathy for the

nartisinants rnachas and Fane
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though the Big Ten had recently decided

to add hockey as a conference sport, NU
would not be creating a team of its own,

thus ensuring that the UNO Mavericks will
remain the only Division I hockey program
in the state.

Coincidence?
Jeff Kupfer, La Vista

Coach shows how to hg - wvinner

On March 30, UNO wrestling Mike
Denney spoke to roughly 300 higL.
hockey players and parents at the L
Hockey Club’s annual high school ba..

Coach Denney told the young mer
women about the achievements th
with hard work, discipline, dedication ana
character. He further advised about what it
tales to weather adversity.

Faith, family and character are key to
having a core foundation to stand on, he
said. It's a foundation to face any challenge
and to be challenged with mutual respect.

As a coach, Denney knows what it takes
1o inspire, motivate and challenge young
people to give their best. His record reflects
that soundly. Coach Denney is a class act.

John Byrnes, Omaha

Soliol part of Wall Street doubt

I find it ironic that prominent Omahan
David Sokol has now become the poster boy
for why a majority of Americans have such
negative opinions about Wall Streat.

Based on his stock dealings, Sokol appears
not to have developed a conscience repre-

parbatlinn of o rmates aduls

couraging business formation and employ-
ment — through new jobs — in Nebraska.
Quick, simple and economically very ef-
ficient. But possibly too transparent for the
Legislature?
William H. Fleming, M.D., Benningion

Health ceniers fear budget cuts

As executive director of the Council
Bluffs Community Health Center, which
employs a staff of 34 and cared for 6,465
patients in 2010, I would like to enlighten
Congress on the potential impact of the
House-proposed fiscal year 2011 budget
cuts to our health center and other federally
qualified health centers.

The Council Bluffs Community Health
Center sees an average of 200 new patients
amonth. The impact of a loss of funding
would mean that the center would lose the
ability to serve an additional 1,500 patients
annually.

The demand for health care would not go
away but, rather, would lead to wasteful, un-
necessary health care spending, as Iowans
would be left with no other alternative but
to seek care in an inappropriate, more costly
seiting such as a hospital emergency room.

The cost of an emergency room visit is
three times that of a visit to a community
health center. It's a cost that our communi-
ties and the State of Iowa cannot afford.

As the House and Senate deliberate on
remaining 2011 appropriations, our com-
munity must make it clear that losing any
community health center funding would be
letrimental to providers of health care, to
our patients and to the entire community.

Cecelia Creighton, Council Bluffs

Clear facis send clear message

When is a legislative bill a true win for
Nebraska? When it has the potential to save
the lives of those we love.

1 lost a family member fo a tobacco-
related death last week. His early death
was preventable, as are the deaths of 2,200
Mebraskans who die from tobacce-related
causes each year.

Knowing the facts, how do we address
this very serious threat to Nebraska? An
increase in tobacco tax would help.

Legislative Bill 436 would save lives, save
money and raise revenue. That's a win-win- |
win in my opinion.

A tobacco tax increase is simply common
sense. It's time for us to lead by example
and send a clear, consistent no-use message
about this drug through policy.

Mary Crosby, Omaha



